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6 The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not regretfully or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to provide you with every blessing[a] in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work. 9 As it is written,
“He scatters abroad; he gives to the poor;
    his righteousness[b] endures forever.”
10 He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness.[c] 11 You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through us, 12 for the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings to God. 13 Through the testing of this ministry you[d] glorify God by your obedience to the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your partnership with them and with all others, 14 while they long for you and pray for you because of the surpassing grace of God that he has given you. 15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!
I. Individual Reflection 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Begin this session by reading the scripture passage 2-3 times with different people reading it aloud each time. The first time, listen for a particular word or phrase that speaks to you. Read it again and think about what God may be saying to you through this passage. Read it a final time and write a response to what God may be saying to you or calling you to do or be through this passage. 

After going through this process, which is known as lectio divina, discuss briefly within your group how you felt about engaging with the scripture in this manner. 

II. Reflection Questions 
1. What is the most precious material gift you have ever received? What made it special to you? 
2. Describe a time when you gave something to someone when you felt you didn’t have it to give. 
3. Why do you think some people are reluctant to be generous with their time, talent and resources? 
4. What gifts has God given you to offer the church and community?  Are you being generous in using them? If so, how?  If not, how can you better use your gifts for the community of believers and the world around us? 
5. In what ways has God shown God’s indescribably goodness to you and your family? 
6. What is one thing you’d like to see the church do in the community? What resources will it take do to achieve this goal? 
